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History of the 11th Signal Brigade

The Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 11th Signal Brigade, was constituted on 1 September
1943 as the 3103rd Signal Service Battalion and activated 20 December 1943 at Fort Monmouth, New
Jersey. The battalion departed for England on 23 January 1944 and to France on 31 August 1944 in
support of the war efforts. During World War II, the battalion received campaign credit for Northern
France, Rhineland, and Central Europe. After returning to the United States, the battalion was
inactivated at Fort Monmouth on 8 October 1945.

The battalion remained on inactive status until 4 September 1964, when Headquarters and
Headquarters Detachment, 11th Signal Group, assigned to Fort Lewis, Washington, was activated. The
group was reorganized and re-designated Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 11th Signal
Group, 25 April 1966. The following December, the group was reassigned to Fort Huachuca, Ariz. and
designated on 1 October 1979 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 11th Signal Brigade.

In October 2001, the 86th Signal Battalion deployed to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom (OEF) until the spring of 2002. In August 2002, the A Co 40th Signal Battalion, deployed to the
Horn of Africa. Thunderbirds supported CENTCOM’s largest exercise of the year, Internal Look 2002
from Kuwait and continued their participation in Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) in the spring of 2003
deploying over 1200 Thunderbirds to the CENTCOM AOR.

From May to October 2005, the 40th Signal Battalion and the 69th Cable Company deployed to support
OIF 05-07. Their redeployment was spread from May to September 2006. In August 2006, the 86th
Signal Battalion deployed to Iraq to continue to support OIF. The following year, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 11th Signal Brigade, deployed in support of OIF 07-09, 3 0ctober 2007 through
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24 December 2008. In December 2007, the 40th Expeditionary Signal Battalion deployed to Iraq for a
fifteen month deployment ending in March 2009.

On 1 October 2009, the 11th Signal Brigade transferred command authority from the United States Army
Network Enterprise Technology Command and the 9th Army Signal Command (NETCOM/9th ASC) at
Fort Huachuca, to the U.S. Army Forces Command (FORSCOM) and III Corps at Fort Hood, Texas.

In the spring of 2010, the 86th ESB deployed to Operation Enduring Freedom 10-11 as “Task Force
Tiger” until the spring of 2011. The 40th ESB deployed June of 2010 in support of Operations Iraqi
Freedom and New Dawn returning June of 2011. The 62d ESB deployed April of 2011 in support of
Operations Iraqi Freedom returning October of 2011. 62nd ESB deployed again in September 2013 to
Afghanistan and returned in June 2013.

57th ESB deployed 2 companies to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Bravo
Company deployed in August 2011 and returned in July 2012. Meanwhile, Charlie Company deployed in
March 2012 and returned in November 2012.

HHC, 11th SIG BDE deployed to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in January
2012 and returned in December 2012, and then moved the Brigade Headquarters from Fort Huachuca
to Fort Hood in June 2013.

In 2013, 62nd ESB deployed to Kuwait in support of CENTCOM. In 2014, 57th ESB deployed to
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom until July 2014, 62nd ESB redeployed from
Kuwait to Fort Hood in June 2014, and 40th ESB deployed to Kuwait where they replaced the 62nd ESB
until February 2015.

Thunderbirds have supported contingency operations and training exercises at home and abroad in
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Somalia, Egypt, Honduras, Korea, Cuba, Haiti, Afghanistan and Iraq.
This operational tempo has given rise to the Thunderbirds’ claim of the “Most Active Signal Brigade in
the Army.” “The Sun Never Sets on the Thunderbirds.
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